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A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE
Do you love analysing literature and the language of the world around us? Prepare to study a
wide variety of texts that will hone your critical thinking and perceptive abilities, whilst also
developing your creative writing skills.
Level 3 · A Level (or equivalent) · Penwith College

TOP COURSE HIGHLIGHTS

EXPERT TUTORS  CREATIVE OPPORTUNITIES  BREADTH AND VARIETY  INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO TEXTS  PERSONALISED SUPPORT

INNOVATIVE AND CREATIVE APPROACHES TO TEXTS

Our team of expert lecturers offer a range of innovative approaches to exploring both literary and non-literary texts. From
exploring the different stage and screen versions of Hamlet to using texts as springboards for your own writing, you can
be assured of an enjoyable, challenging and creative learning experience.

ENJOY BREADTH AND VARIETY

This course is not just about analysing literary texts. You will investigate non-fiction works from both past and present
writers, whilst honing your creative writing skills via our coursework module. This varied approach means that no two
lessons are ever the same!

DEVELOP TRANSFERABLE SKILLS

English Language and Literature is a facilitating subject for many degree courses and is highly regarded by both
universities and employers. The skills that you gain on this course are transferable to many future pathways, leaving you
well equipped for the demands of undergraduate study and the world of work.

WHY CHOOSE THIS COURSE?

Love writing? Like to analyse…well, everything? English Language and Literature allows you to be creative – not only
through your fiction and non-fiction coursework – but also through the creative approach you can take in your analytical
work. How? This multi-disciplinary course approaches analysis from both a linguistic and literary point of view. Word
class? Sure. Imagery? Of course! This A Level differs from those focused primarily on literature by extending its coverage
to explore non-literary and non-fiction texts. You can expect to study prose, drama, and poetry, but also a range of texts
such as newspaper articles, online copy, and adverts.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?

Unit 1 – Voices in Speech and Writing
Anthology of non-fiction and non-literary genres
Tennessee Williams’ play, A Streetcar Named Desire

Unit 2 – Varieties in Language and Literature
Focus on the theme of ‘Society and the Individual’
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Compare and contrast the novel The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald and the poetry of Philip Larkin from The
Whitsun Weddings

Unit 3 – Investigating and Creating Texts (Coursework – worth 20% of A Level grade)
One piece of fiction writing
One piece of creative non-fiction writing
Analytical commentary of both pieces

WHERE WILL IT TAKE ME?

English graduates have gone on to pursue Law, Medicine, Journalism, Business Management and Education, as well as
careers in academia and the civil service, to name but a few. The course provides an excellent foundation for any degree
which requires an essay-based subject, and compliments many other subjects well.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Five GCSEs at Grade 4 or above including a minimum of Grade 5 and 6 in English Language and English Literature (either
way around). You should have an interest in reading and be prepared to analyse and study a range of texts.

IMPORTANT

Course information can change. Please use the QR code below for the current assessment arrangements, entry requirements and start
dates.


