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APPRENTICESHIP STANDARD: OPERATING DEPARTMENT

PRACTITIONER L6
This Degree Apprenticeship at Level 6 offers a unique opportunity to become a registered
healthcare professional with specialised skills, providing hands-on experience in a highly
technical and rewarding environment.
Level 6 · Other · Truro College

TOP COURSE HIGHLIGHTS

INDUSTRY-STANDARD FACILITIES  HIGHLY EXPERIENCED TUTORS  DEVELOP SKILLS IN LINE WITH INDUSTRY NEEDS

LEARN FROM SECTOR EXPERTS

Gain invaluable insights and hands-on experience from industry expert tutors who bring real-world knowledge and
expertise to the classroom. Their guidance will help you develop the skills and confidence needed to excel in your chosen
field.

DEVELOP WORK-RELATED SKILLS

Enhance your practical abilities and gain hands-on experience that directly translates to the workplace. This
apprenticeship course focuses on real-world applications, ensuring you are well-prepared to meet the demands of your
chosen career.

ENJOY PROFESSIONAL SURROUNDINGS

Immerse yourself in a dynamic and supportive environment that mirrors the professional world. This apprenticeship
course provides access to state-of-the-art facilities and resources, helping you to thrive and feel confident in your career
journey.

WHY CHOOSE THIS COURSE?

This apprenticeship standard is designed to equip individuals with the specialised skills and knowledge required to excel
in the healthcare sector, specifically within operating theatres. This apprenticeship aims to develop professionals who can
provide exceptional care to patients before, during, and after surgery. Apprentices will learn to prepare and manage
anaesthetic equipment, assist anaesthetists in maintaining patient stability, and offer reassurance and support to patients
during vulnerable times. They will be trained to select, prepare, and provide sterile surgical instruments, anticipate the
needs of the surgical team, and manage clinical specimens correctly.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?

Knowledge This apprenticeship covers a comprehensive range of knowledge essential for providing high-quality patient
care in surgical settings. Apprentices will gain an in-depth understanding of anatomy and physiology, pharmacology, and
the principles of anaesthesia and surgery. They will learn about infection control, patient safety, and the management of
clinical emergencies. Additionally, apprentices will study the ethical and legal aspects of healthcare, ensuring they are
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well-versed in maintaining patient confidentiality and consent. This knowledge base equips apprentices with the
theoretical foundation needed to support patients effectively throughout their surgical journey. Skills This apprenticeship
enables learners to develop practical competencies in preparing and managing anaesthetic equipment, assisting
anaesthetists, and providing support to patients during anaesthesia. They will learn to select, prepare, and provide sterile
surgical instruments, anticipate the needs of the surgical team, and manage clinical specimens accurately. Apprentices
will also gain expertise in monitoring patients' vital signs in the post-anaesthetic care unit (PACU), ensuring smooth
recovery and addressing any immediate post-surgery needs. These skills are crucial for ensuring patient safety and
delivering high-quality care in a highly technical and dynamic environment. Behaviours Apprentices are expected to
demonstrate key behaviours such as confidence, compassion, and competence. Apprentices are expected to make
effective judgements and take accountability for their decisions. They must use evidence-based practices to continually
improve patient outcomes and maintain high standards of care. Additionally, apprentices are responsible for their own
professional development and support the growth of their colleagues through continuous learning and collaboration.
Typical Duties that an Apprentice will carry out in the workplace:

Anaesthesia Phase: Apprentices will prepare and manage anaesthetic equipment, assist anaesthetists in securing and
maintaining the patient's airway and physiological stability.
Surgery Phase: They will select, prepare, and provide sterile surgical instruments to the surgical team, anticipate the
needs of the surgeons, and ensure the correct management of clinical specimens.
Post-Anaesthetic Care: Apprentices will monitor patients' vital signs in the post-anaesthetic care unit (PACU), ensuring
a smooth recovery and addressing any immediate post-surgery needs.

WHERE WILL IT TAKE ME?

Completing the Operating Department Practitioner Apprenticeship opens up a range of exciting career opportunities within
the healthcare sector. As a qualified Operating Department Practitioner (ODP), you can work in various settings, including
operating theatres, intensive care units, and emergency departments. With experience, you can progress to roles such as
team leader, senior ODP, or theatre manager, overseeing the day-to-day operations of an operating theatre unit.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

From the start of your apprenticeship, you will need to be employed full-time (30 hours or more per week) in an appropriate
healthcare setting. If you are not already employed in a health or social care setting, you should contact NHS Trusts and
other healthcare organisations in your area to check if they are recruiting apprentices. For entry, you will need to have 112
UCAS tariff points made up from:

A-Levels
BTEC National Awards
International Baccalaureate
Access to Higher Education Diploma

Or
Diploma in Health and Social Care (level 3)/NVQ (level3)

Or
Foundation Degree

You will also need at least three GCSEs at grade 4/C or above including mathematics and English or a recognised level 2
equivalent. Where English is not the applicant’s first language, the applicant should have successfully completed an IELTS
test with a score of 7.0 and no element below 6.5. Consideration will be given to applicants with substantive and relevant
work experience. Occupational health and DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) checks are carried out by the employer.
Completion of the Care Certificate is desirable prior to starting the programme, as completion of the Care Certificate
within 3 months of commencing the programme is a requirement of the Apprenticeship Standard.
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IMPORTANT

Course information can change. Please use the QR code below for the current assessment arrangements, entry requirements and start
dates.


